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r: Wonder roighteily: At her you Po me; "0 
fo many of the Fown-are-averſcro;the Repeal of 
" the Perial Statutes; ſurely you meanthe) Clery y 
o che preſent Church; and*hoferhat ateBedtays for 
their Dignity and Power: For whar part. of theKing- 
dom has felt the Smart'of them mote; {and ar; all 
tires, and wry occaſions t refer @duheir miſcheif 
co the Trade, Peace; Pledty tand/ Weakly of the 
Kingdom, fo freely: a6the Town tits always done ? 
But No WE þ. magni me,-. when you tell 
me, *tis'for feat of Popory, 't own j: I cam- 
not cothpreherid' it, atly- More os Tran-! 
ſubſtantiation? For thitt-we ſhoulS beafraid of Po- 
pery for the ſake of Liberty, and'theie afraid of it 
becauſe of Perſecurion;' ſeerns to'me abſurd, -as it's, 


that Eiberty ſhould berkoughce) the: hi y-to Per. 
ſecution. "But becauſe" they patho. ona chats fears, 
pray Ter me tell: hap ine, pa rakes enamony the 
reſt in good 


If the Rominiſts ſeek: efetby Law,” tis an Argu- 
menit-to'me they defite 'to'turn good Countrymen, 
_ take the Law 'f6x their Security;' with the reſt 
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({(4;); 
of their Neighbours, anda greater Complement 
they cannot-put { opdem Engliſh Conflication;-nor- 
give a better pledge of their deſires to be at peace 
with us. Bur if we are ſo Tenacious as wewillkeep 
on foot the. greateſt blemifh. of our-Reformatipng 
viz..our, Honging, | Quartering, Plunder Baniſhing Laws ; 
Is 3t not tutnang;them-ault of thisquiev cope, an 
reſting chera 5{rhey: willbaye caſe;rhoy aut. ger-ir, 
as they can, for- wie,will never. e0nceed is 77 And, 
pray. tell me if this be notahruſtingahemppon the 
methods: wedeas hay: ell gale. ons dat: lame imac, 
that ve givechath, for $hecteplomwhy we dojto. ;{; 

. If Law-cdn -teture 38, wh 


16h--1s the plea that, 1s: 
made, we may doubles, find/an {expedicat in thar: 
which ray«epeabibele;ijf rhegangenbe motor Lis 
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(59, 
vokingit every day,, and methinks fooliſhly for.our | 
own. {afery';. becaule.there. can be no other end in; 
doing ſo, than ſecuring thar Party which calls'ic ſelf 
the Church pf, England, that is in her! Conſtitution none 
of the beſt F _— to Property ; for mens Liberties 
and Eſtates are by her Laws made forfeitable for 
Nan: conformity to.her::; And I challenge the Re-. 
cords of all time ſince Popety got the Chair in Eng-' 
land,. to. produce an eight part;of the Laws, to ruin 
men for Conſcience ,,-thar have been made ſince the! 
other has been the national Religion, which is, I {: aY, 
a ſcandal to the Reformation; - ; 

SheJays, ſhe isafraid of Popery, becauſe. of jes: 
Videurs. and yer all es Force to compel i It ; 1s not this, 
ref Fas Popery with Popery * which we call loving 

1.reaſon.but,.bating the ;Traytor i She. would; 
het REmer..yo Force: or Deſtroy others, /butithey! 
ſhould.nor haye power to Force or Deſtroy her, no 
not to ſave themlelyes :; Shift the hand neyer (o Qf- | 
ten, this Weapan,is-Rill the, fame,  * Twere:bappy 


therefore that all, Parties were:diſarm'd of this Fs EY 


and that.it Were put where it ought only LO Þe, in vhe: 
| Civil Magiſtrates hand, to terrifie *Evil D6erkzrand 
cheriſh thoſe that do well, remembering Sr. Peter's 
ſaying:(in Cornelius Gale) for an Exam ple,!:I pdxg@oe 
naw. of a truth that God 145; ng reſpebter of Perſo:u5) but 


thoſe 


('6.) 
thoſe that fear bim, and work Righteouſneſs in all*Nations 
fhz!! be accepted : Elſe what ſecurity does the Church 
of England give to the great wh, of her Diſſenters, 
that ſhe will not do what ſhe fears from'Popery, 
when ſhe has a Prince of her own Religion upon rhe 
Throne, that has made ſo fair a progrels theſe laſt fix 
and twenty Years in ruining families, for Non-con- 
formirty under Princes of another per{waſion. Come, 
Intereſt will nor lye, ſhe fears Liberty, as much as 
Popery : Since thoſe that want, and plead for the 
one, are an hundred times more innumber than the 
Friends of the other, and all of her fide, that Pope- 
ry ſhould not mount-the Chair : So that ſhe would 
get more than ſhe would loſe by the Repeal, if an 
equal defire to ſubject both Popiſh and Proteſtanc 
Diſſenters to her Power and Governmeat be not the. 
Principle ſhe walks by in her preſent Averfion. © 

And to ſhew you that this is the caſe, and that 
her averſion to Popery is a ſham tothe Liberty de- 
fired, the Diſſenters are of ne uſe to her, whilethe 
penal Laws are on foot, for by them they are put 
17 the power of a Prince of the Religion of the 
Church ſhe fears, but the moment they are repeal- 
ed, fo far as concerns the preventing Popery to be na- 
cional,, che Difſenters are equally 'inrerefted with 
che Church of England againſt it. Bur then here-is 
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the miſchief; This Liberty takes the Rod aut of hex 
hand ; ſhe can no more whip People into her Churches, 
and ſhe perhaps may modeſtly ſulpe& her own ver- 
rue and ability to preach them thither. 

[n; ſhort, if ſhe- were in earneſt againſt Popery, 
more than in-love with -her own Power and Gran- 
dure; that is, if the World were not in the way, 
the would rejoyce to deliver Men of her own Reli- 
gion, that are ſo muck more numerous than the 
Papiſts, that they might ballance againſt her fears of 
their prevailing: But to cry ſhe is for Liberty to 
Proteſtant Diſlenters, and make the demonſtration 
of it, her keeping up the Laws that ruin them, and then 
lay. it is for fear of the Religion the Prince owns, 
and yer force them into his hands by doing ſo, is, 
| muſt confeſs, ſomething incomprehenſible. 
Beſides, properly and naturally ſpeaking, the 
Church of England is the People of England, and when 
it's apply d'to a Party, *tis a FaRion to the whole; 
and that Title has no more truth in it, than 'tis ſence 
to ſay. the Roman Catholick Church, which in 
Engli{h is.a particular Uniyerſal Church :. And pray 
is there no room left to con{ider this hard caſe of the 
Kingdom 2 I hope the civil Magiſtrate will, who 
is the {ſupream Paſtor of this civil Church on Earth. 
Is ſhe.then no more- than a; Party ? no certainly, 
And 


(8) 
and how great a orie, a true' Liberty of Conſcience 
would beſt tell us, and thatis the true reaſon, aud 
not Popery, that ſhe is teuder-in the point. 

I conclude then, that whilſt thoſe of that Religion 
only deſire'to'be upon the Level with others3.1 mean 
upon Native Rights, the Great Charter, what we all of 
ns call, our Bi-th-right, let us not refuſe ir, leſt God 
ſuffer them'to prevail tocurb dope There 
are Laws enough to puniſh Offenders againſt the 
State, if theſe were Tepealed, and'not condemin peo- 
ple by Anticipation. T hat Law which catches a Proteſtant, 
will catch a Papiſh Traytor , Riator or ſeditious Perſon. 
Again;:let:us refle&, that we hayea Prince of Age, 
and more honour ;' the proſpect of three-excellenr 
Princes of the Proteſtant Religion, the paucity of 
the Papiſts, the number of the Enemies of their 
Communion , their.unity in that Averſion: what 
greater fecurity cam we have in the: World 2: Policy, 
Honour, Religion, Number, Unity, ay, Neceſſity too, 
conſpireto make us ſafe : for all thele are concern- 
ed.inthe means of our preſervation; unleſs our-fears 
and: onr. follies ſhould” prevail; which-b confeſs 1 
apprehend moſt: for they will be deſerted: of God, 
thac forſake him and themſelves too; who dare doa 
certavi evil: that a ſuppoſed good may cam. of it,!(contraditÞ 
then. own Principles; deny:what they: expe@,: ſow what. they 
would 


(93): 
would-not reap; do' to others what they would *Adt' chit Sthers 
ſhould do to them * Burt there is'a God in Heaveri,« and 
he is juſt::* He will meet:ito us what we mealtire'to 
one atiother, arid his'Judgmentis inevitable.'-1 there- 
fore adviſe)the' Church of! Sngland? to be -as' ready 
in her. Chriſtian" compliances as is poltible : Firſt, 
becaule it is impious to keep up deſtroying Laws 
for Religion, when her Saviour tells her uponthis 
very Queſtion, That be came not to deſtroy mens lives but 
to ſave them. Secondly, Becauſe by this ſhe will wipe 
off the Reproach ſhe throws by continuing them, 
upon her own Apologies for Liberty of Conſcience 
when under the wheel: of Power.” Thirdly, Becauſe 
Liberty tothe Papiſts by Law, is bringing them inte 
the legal intereſt of the Kingdom, - and-will prevent 
the. force, they! may.rlſe he:Uriven to,” by being” 
made and left'd:{perate :: Bor *tis motto be choupht” 
they will willingly pay the: reckoning in another 
Reign, if by any means they can prevent it; "and 
keeping-up the pebal.Laws/can benofecuritytorhe” 
Church of England from fuch artempes; rhough they” 
may provoke then upon; her.'! Fourthly, She hereby 
ſaves her Difſenters ; and 'if ir be really her tnclina-- 
tion to do ſo, ſhe has no other way; 'and'this unites; 
them to heriniafte&ion and-intereſt;/if tior in Wor-! 
ſhip. Bur if 6n'the contrary ſhe perfiſts 6bRtinarely 
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(16) 

to. refuſe, this\ national pacifick; - the Difſenrers, 'I 
hope, will cqnſider their honeſt [ntereſt, Conſcience and 
Property, and imbrace thoſe. opportunities to ſecure 
them, that Godin his all- wile providence is pleaſed 
royicld them inthis conjuncture.. ThusGcinlerne - 
you have my thoughts upon your News, pray com» 
municatethem to our acquaintance, and believe that 
I am, Pours, L, | | | | 
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Or the Teſts that are fo much diſconrſed of, 1 
{hall only ſay, that'tis, an other myſtery of the 
Times to me, how:the Church of England, that 
was againſt the Exclufjon, can be for them that were 
deſign*d for a Preamble tot: ſince in ſo-doing; ſhe 
is for that which was contrived to introduce the Ex- 
cluſron ſhe was ſo Zealouſly againſt. I confeſs 1 ne- 
ver underſtood her. yery,well, and ſhe grows more 
and more uninte]ligible ; butthisI know, that ſhe 
muſt either be forry. far what ſhe has done, - or ſhe 
did not know what ſhe did. The firſt refles-upon 
her Loyalty, the laſt upon her Underſtanding , and 
becayſe.l think that the leaft; and likelieft evi}; I con-- 
clude ſhe is no infallible Guide upon the Queſtion. 
Another 


(n) 

| Another thing you tell me; that gives great of- 
fence, is,: his Majeſties turning 'out Proteſtantz,-and 
putting in People of his Religion. This I conceive a 
faulr, tharicheChurch of England is only anſwerable 
for. Ocher Princes have been ſo unhappy as to-Suffer 
Teſts and Marks of diſtinQion that have broken and 
diforderdrtheirKingdoms, by depriving thoſe of their 
Temporal comforts, that would not receive them ; 
and this People efteemed 2 mighty grievarice; and 
were frequent andclegant in their Complaints abour 
it. We have a King now, that would remove theſe 
Marks of diſtinCion, and fecure all mien upon their 
native Right and Bottom, Thar all Parties might fic 
ſafely under their own Vine, and under their own 
Fig-rree ; fothatnow, who us for Liberty > becomes 
the Teſt, Are they then fat to be; truſted thar are our 
of his Intereft, and againfithe Liberty be is for, and 
the Nation wants and craves Or is it. good ſenle, 
that he (who is mortal as well as other men) ſhould 
leave the Power in thoſe hands, that to his face ſhow 
their averſion to the Friends of his Communion tho 
he offers to maintain her ſtill? She had the offer to 
keep them, upon that Principle that muſt heal and 
ſave the Kingdom, Liberty of Conſcience : which ſhows 
the King was willing to be ſerved by her Sons to 


chuſe, if upon the ſame general Principle with 
himſelt: 


(1) 


himſelf: wherefore'tis the Gentlemenof the Church. 
of England that turn themſelves out of power, rather, 
than endure Liberty of Conſcience to-others; and 
ſhall chisVice be theirVertue. They muſt be heartily 
in love with perſecution that can ſacrifice theirplaces 
rotheupholding of penal Laws forReligion,becaule 
they- would not ler others, not only, not come<in;but 
not live-at their own Charges: A fine thirig to-luffer 
for. Their Anceſtors were Martyers by petial Laws, 
but theſe for them. The cauſe 1s chang'd whatever 
they think, and-I arwafraidthey:are thang drop for | 
want of thifking.' -Eprofelſs I pity them with all niy 
Heart, and wiſh them more/Wit, and better Conſai- 
ences againſtnexs time, ifever they have it; for thele, 
if they-will believe” me, will hardly 'ever make-{6_ 
good'u Bargain for them, a they have loſt by them. 
More of this,” if-you like it, nexv- time, and till, 
then, Akgy oo OTB TED 


